Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 297 K; mean (C-C) = 0.014 Å; R factor = 0.091; wR factor = 0.227; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.3.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 8 H 6 Br 2 O 2 , the carboxyl groups are involved in pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, which link the molecules into inversion dimers.
Related literature
For the preparation of the title compound, see: Eliel & Rivard (1952) . For its applications, see: Dey & Mal (2005) . For graphset theory, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày; Àz þ 1.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001 ); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999 
Comment
The title compound is a useful reagent to prepare phthalaldehydic acid (Eliel & Rivard, 1952) . In addition, it has been prepared as a potential precursor to an antitumour agent, BE-23254. (Dey & Mal, 2005) . The structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . In the crystal structure (Fig. 2) , inversion-related molecules are linked by pairs of O-H···O hydrogen bonds, forming a cyclic dimers with R 2 2 (8) graph-set motif (Table 1) (Bernstein et al., 1995) . The intramolecular C-H···O hydrogen bond (Table 1) generates an S(6) ring motif .
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized according to the literature (Eliel & Rivard, 1952) . Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were prepared by slow evaporation of a solution of the title compound in chloroform at room temperature for six weeks.
Refinement
The C bound H atoms positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C)]. The O bound H atoms positioned geometrically (O-H = 0.82 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) =1.5U eq (O)].
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H atoms are presented as small spheres of arbitrary radius. 
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